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Introduction: an %
: There is probably no shrub used more in South Florida for
landscagping, or as a tubbed plant for setting about porches, patios
or, in the interior of buildings for decorative purposes, than the

b3

so-called Croton.

Yet, in spite of the hundreds of thousands of Crotons planted
in Florida, the number of.varieties used is as a whole confined to
- & Tew varieties introduced into the state many years ago and but
little effort has been.made to use the many new, beautiful, more
recent introductions, which are now available end many of the
people residing here have but a slight conception of the almost
. eéndless beautiful varieties which can be just as easily grown as
. those now in-use so universally here, . P
. . 2 i
Classification: _ . |
The so-called Croton is not the plant Botanically known as a
Croton which is an-entirely different plant. : :

-

The true name of the plants is Codiaseum and they belong to the Tam~
ily known as Fuphorbiaceae. They are sometimes called Varigated
Laurel, The leaves are alternate, simple, gsomewhat thick and leath-
ery, primately veined and glabrous, The juice is somewhat milky
and if it comes in contact with clothing it makes a brownish stain
which is practically impossible to remove. ’

o

-

i The wild form of the Croton is probvably the variety known as the
" "Molluccanum". The almost endless variety of Crotons of today are
probably all from this one botanical species. greatly varied by
constant crossing 'and selection. They do not come true from seed:
and hardly any two seedlings ar:z exactly alike, Farthermore, the’
“ plants themselves have a tendancy to throw out Sprouts and some
-*varieties have the characieristic of prodfcing several tobally dif-

ferent. leaf forms.on the same plant.

.

.*' Mény varieties have Latin Binonigls but they intergrade so that it
is often difficult to make a proper classification., i SR
Propagation: PR 1 L D e

v,

Crotons can be easily propsgated by either seed or through cuttings
The only way to reproduce a variety is through guttings, as seed-
lings vary greatly and seldom are exactly like ,the parent plant.

As it takes several years to grow.a seedling to any size and the
majority of the seedlings ars- cither worthless or inferior to the
parent plant, practically no-one except experimenters or Croton

. - specialists grow seedlings. I anyone, however, wishes to fry

growing seedlings™we rscommend that they use only seed of the most
highly colored varieties as the others ,will procduce plants, the’

- . . .
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vast majority of which will show no color except green,

The best time to make cuttings of Crotons is in tﬁe spring, at
which time almost every cutting will roct and make good growth
during the summer if properly handled..

Some people remove all leaves from the cutting while others allow
a few of the top leaves to remain, We have personally seen no
difference in the results obtained by either method but prefer
leaving a few leaves unless the plant has thrips, in which case all
leaves had better be removed. .

.The cuttings shounld be placed into flats or shaliow trenches filled

with coarse sand, or peat moss, and given plenty of water, As soon
as they start to make growth it is safé to assume that they have
rooted and they should be transplanted, :

In the case of especially rare varieties or where it is desired to
save all of the leaves, the plant can be rooted by "mossing" it. _
This consists in cuttlng the outer bark away where the roots are to
form and then wrapping plenty ofsphaghum moss around this portion
of the stem. Thec moss should be kept moist and in about a month
will be filled with roots. The plant can then be cut off just be-
low the moss and potted. .

It should continue to grow without dropping its leaves. Some grow-
ers claim that excessive mossing will ruin. the parent plant.

Northern nursery men and some of our growers of rare varieties use
bottom heat in making cuttlng. In this way it is possible to root
a cutting without removing or loosing the leaves by tlclng up the
leaves and then placing the cuttlng 1n the trench,

In propagating Croton cuttings, keep in mind that most Crotons have

a tendency to produce some branches which are more highly colored
than the normal variety and others which have less highly colored
leaves., To produce fine plants select only cuttings which show the
best characteristics of the variety in question.

" Some people have successfully rooted them in: water but this method

F——-

is not often used.
Location:

Crotons can be planted in almost any location prov1ded it is not

subject to salt spray from ths oces FURS e remem-
bered that the hi&ﬁ%ﬁ' ST &P %ﬂj§;su Sﬁgftl, fﬁcablfolium

.etc., in whose leaves grecn is the predomlnatlng color and large

leaved varieties such as Mmc. Ferd Kohl or Reedi will not stand
strong winds nearly as wcll as small leaved varwetles.

.In order to get the best results some varieties such as Reedi should

be grown in a shade house. Most of the so~called "Fancy Varietiegn
should be given a certain amount of shade and protection against
strong winds.. However, too much shade is also undesirable and most
varieties develop tho best colored leaves in bright sun of our
early autumn.

-
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~ The fancy varieties do best, however, wﬁen grown in reflected light.

Soil:

Some years ago the writer planted some rooted cuttings, which were
of the same varieties and same size in the various types of soil

‘which we have in Dade County. Those planted in a mucky black sand %

grew better than any of the others and after about one year were
about 50% larger than any of the cuttings. We; therefore, feel
that Crotons prefer a loose, light soil with plenty of mucK. The
s0il should also be well drained as Crotons are very impatient of
soggy wet soils.

Recent experiments indicate that 25 to 30 percent of peat moss or
peat humus mixed in the soil is beneficial,

However, while Crotons do best in the above type of soil they grow
very successfully in all the soils of Dade County 1ii given proper
fertilizer and proper drainage.

Method of Planting:

It is advisable not to plant Crotons any deeper than they were
grown in the nursery. Where the soil in the bed where they are to
be planted is filled-in material or for some other reason is un-
suited for them, dig out a hole at least as large as a butter tub
and Till it with mucky soil to which some well rotted manure has
been added., In growing tubbed specimens be sure that there is

good drainage provided. If Crotons are grown in tin cans it is %

better to plunge them into the ground as otherwise the sun on the

tins heats up the soil and indications are that Crotons, and for
that matter, most plants dislike hot soil about their roots.

Cultivation:

The ground about Crotons should be kept loose and surface cultiva-
tion is beneficial. The amount of cultivation depends on the type
of soil used. In sandy soil practically no cultivation is necessary
but in case of marl the soil must be kept from tcaking" and be kept

-——a -

loose and elear of weeds,; etc:

Fertilizing:

To secure best results Crotons, especially when potted or tubbed,
should be fertilized with commercial fertilizer using a good grade
with mostly organic ingredients and ample potash and phosphates.
The amount of fertilizer required depends on the soil used. It
should be remembered, however, that a small amount of fertilizer
applied frequently is better than a large quantity applied at rare
intervals, _

Pruning:

Crotons require judicious pruning in order to train them into com-
pact bushes. If left to themselves many varieties are inclined to
make long spindly straggly stems which are quite unsightly when

they have dropped their lower leaves. The stems should be cut off
so that they will send out side shoots and be further disbudded if
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_necessary until they have made a bushy plant. The bushes can be
kept at almost any height by trimming them annually. The best time
to do this pruning is during May or early June. This allows ample

time for the bushes to complete the new growth and the leaves to be -
come fully colored before the winter season.

Insects:

The worst pest on Crotons is the Thrip. They are also subject to
attack by Red Spider. These can hoth be eradicated by spraying.

The attack of Thrip can easily be recognized by the leaf; generally
the lower side turning a greyish color and getting covered with
purplish spots. If viewed through a magnifying glass the leaf will
be found to be covered with a multitude of Thrip which can easily be

seen.

A gocd

pray consists of an oil emmlsion mixed with Black Leaf 40
mixed wit

spray ¢ i

ith %he proper amount of water and soap as a spreader.

In about a-week examine the leaves and if the Thrips are not entire-
ly eradicated give an additional spraying. Spray for Red Spider in
the same manner. ;

Occasionally where plants have been kept under porches, etc., and
neglected they become infested ‘with mealy bug; gmnerally at the end
of the branches. They can be eradicated by spraying or better still
cut back the plant below the infested part and allow it to make new
growth.,

Diseases:

The Croton has but few diseasss. The worst is fungus, generally
most noticable at the end of the -winter season. When attacked the
plant makes a short runty growth, the new leaves soon drop, and the
branch swells out larger than the portion below which is nct effect-
ed. Under a powerful magnifying glass the bark appears as if cov-
ered with numerous fine hairs. Cut off the affected parts and

spray with BordeauX.

Plants that are runts or stunted are not effected by a specific dis-
case but in 90 percent of the cases 1if the plant is pulled up and
the roots examined something will be found wrong with the root sy-
stem. Often the trouble is due to sour soggy soil or some other
condition which prevents the development of healthy roots. As a
rule the plants are too far gone to be worth trying to save but in
case of a fine variety, teke it up, remove all soil and replant in
good soil with ample drainage. :

USES IN TANDSCAPING ( by Wm. Van Derlaan ) '

. In the Associations' recent paper on Roses it was pointed out that

a thorough knowledge of the requirements and physical characteristic:
of the available plant material is necessary before any planting
scheme can be designed.

. "
.

Obviously this knowledge alone does not create a planting plan and
many aspects need to be studied before a plan can be outlined, which
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answers the various problems under consideration.

It is therefore necessary that the éesigner acquaint himself with as
.much information as he can gather, which should include not only

such items as-the type and style of the building, the location of ~
various rooms, from windows of which vistas or points of interest
may be created, and-a number of other established conditions pertain-
ing to the building, but he should be thoroughly familiar with the
1ikes and dislikes of his client, his personal habit, since it may
make considerable difference if the garden is mostly used during the
morning, afternoon or evening. :

If the client desires flowers for cutting, rose and flower beds
should be provided for this purpose. One must consider whether
there are children for whom a playground must be reserved, or per-
haps the client is a lover of animals or birds, for whom provision
must be made. Sometimes the garden is purely for ornamentation to
the building. .

Always remember that improper planting may ruin the appearanée of a
building, however well the building itself may be designed. It will
always remain a mystery why so many people are satisfied with the
hit and miss planting so often seen around buildings especially
since no intelligent person in this day and age would expect to
build without the advice of a recognized architect., Great care is
taken that the building is in the right style and proportionsare in
balance., Furniture is usually chosen with the utmost care with the
help of professional advice. Bathrooms, kitchenets, dens, and bars
are gems of harmony, but the landscaping which is seen by everybody
passing-by or coming to the building is left to anybody, (often the
yardman, without any attempts to secure services or advice of anyone
having any knowledge of landscaping or even the type of planting
which the style and setting of the building demands). When amateurs
attempt to landscape, they often give every consideration to a_ pro-
posed color scheme of flowers, to the utter neglect of the real im~
portant factor "the mass foliage".

It seems to be little realized that the flowers are in¢idental com-
pared to the foliage, which is with us the year around.

We hereby dp not intimate that no attention should be paid to the
color of the flowers, Naturally this-should be considered but this
writer has yet to see thc home garden, planted primarily with a view
to certain color combinations which is 100% successful. Moreover,
they are often tiresome and dull looking affairs. In his experience
tge prettiest, gayest and homiest gardens are those with abundance

of color.

Crotons are grown for the high color and brilliance of their foliage
which is the result of painstaken selection by hybridizers., Their
use in landscape design is limited to the amount of color which can
be used, :

In a general planting the designer must bry to make a restful com-
position, whieh makes his planting resemble the work of nature and
he is in harmony with the surrounding landscape. He -must therefore
make his choice from the natural color of the leaves, making his
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“ yariation with the different shades of green.

In formal plantings it is admissable and desirable that colored fol-
 iage is used. The choice of color gives the designer an opportunity
of contrasting masses within his design. In such plantings the
brilliapt color of the Croton should be used much like the colors

of flowers and set off against more restful foliage. The best use
of the Croton is therefore in beds, as specimen plants at definite
points or as a spot of color against gmore subdued background.

Since Cpotons adapt themselves well to be grown as hedges they can
be used as such where the coloring allows and the varieties with
small leaves are used with great success to outline the beds in

formal gardens,

When a foundation planting is designed, two effects are usually aim-
ed at. First, attention is given to the important and outstanding
designs of the building such as an entrance, or ornamental window,
Becond, the planting must make the connection between the vertical
surface of the building and the horizontal lines of the ground and
serve as a decoration and foreground for the facade, It is there- .
fore necessary that the style of the building, the color and texture
of the facade be carefully studied. Often a few plants, a clipped
hedge, or a vine grown on a trellis serving as a panel are all that
are necessary. The appearance of a house may be greatly improved

by a simple foundation planting but too often,especially,on smaller
places this planting is considerably over done., It is usually a
mistake to completely surround the base of a building with an indis-

criminate planting of shrubs.

If skill is employed Crotons may be used to gréat advantage in foun-
dation planting. :

Where Crotons are planted one must keep in mind that individually
they are highly colored gems and they are like expensive Jjewelry
that when worn by the well dressed lady wearing-a few well chosen
specimens they are outstandingly attractive but, when covering the
noreau riche from head to foot they are outstandingly in bad taste
and ruin the effect of the most exquisite gown.

Thus with Crotons; properly used they are one of the most valuable
landscape materials we have in southern Florida, but improperly
used and they may ruin the effect of a perfectly designed building.

Varieties:

There follows a list of varieties which we have becn able to identi-
fy. There is attached a key vlate showing the various shapes of
Croton leaves and each variety has been refereiced to one of the

. types by .a key letter. The tyrec will not alway exactly fit the var-
jety, but is fairly approximate. Some varietics have several types
of leaves on the same bush., In the following list the name is first
shown, then the type reference to the key plate and of the numbers
which follow the. first show the width of the leaf at it widest point
and the sccond the length of thc leaf includingthe stem. These mear
urements were taken from the compiler and it is probable that other
specimens raised under jdeal conditions may exceed sizes shown here.
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i I S tapering
-~ ALBICANS ;- Type G, oin 'y 12",- Leaf broad at base graduallyato point
at. tip. A sort of Vettchii, Ground color is light green, Midrib
and veins cutlined white or crecam with margin heavily splashed white
or oream. Onc of the best of "White" varietics.

4

75&5@;;@;- Type C & N, 13" x 11, (roosters tail) - Leaves usually
curved to one side., Variegated cream pink and red, Slow grower.
Showy .

. .

K ANDREANUM;~ Type L, 4" x l4n, (canned sunshine) - iarge leaves green
ground deepening with age. Midrib and veining outlined bright jel-
low which shades to red in the mature leaves. A popular showy vari-

ety.

ANITUMENCE;~- Type F, 1lz" x 14", - #idribs and veins golden yellow,
Yalance gieen, Gives idea of intricate pattern in golden yellow
which predominates. Good grower. Colors up consistantly. One of
the best of its type. (Suwray ?,)

APPENDICULATUM;~ Type D, 3/4" x 7", - Small plain green leaves, div-
[-ided with the small part of leaves joined only by the Midrib., In-
teresting mostly as a curiosity.

AUCUBAEFOLIUNS ~ Type J, 2in x 10",- Ground color deep green heavily
spotied bright yellow, Reverse of leaf is reddish with red Midrib.

AUREO MACULATUM;- Type I, 13" x 33",- Rather small myrtle shaped
grecn leaves heavily spotted and marbled golden yellow. Very showy
and makes nice compact bush, .

A BARON 1LE COMPTE;- Type O, 4" x 12",- When at its best is probably
The most gergeously colored of all Crotons. In the new leaf the
ground color is green with yellow marbling but as the leaf matures
the green turns to nearly jet black and the yellow marbling turns
to intense orange red. In finec specimens the orange red covers a
good portion of the leaf. The marbling is very irregular. This
Croton has a tendency ko revert to a dark colorecd type with very
1ittle of the orange red coloring. Such specimens-should never be
used for propagating purposcs but for prize plants, only the most
highly colored branches should ve used. :

+ BARONES DE ROTHSCEILD;- Type J, sin x 14",- Ground color dark green,
fiiarib decp red. In young leaves veins are outlined and leaf splash
ed yellow, In mature leaf voins become red and yellow splashing
hennas overlaid deep rose underside of leaf is deep red.

PRILLIANTISSIMA ;- Type G, 13" x 10",- Nes growth greecn and yellow
whioh in the mature leaves turns to ground color of bronzy red with
bright red Midrib dotted and splashed orange and red.

CARDINAL:- Type F, 1 3/4mx 10", - Deep blackish maroon leaf with
deep red Midrib and veins more or less outlined in red and some-
what marbled with red.

C. VAN;- Types I & J, 33" x 11",- Ground color dark waxy green, Mid-
0 outlined deep red. In young leaves veins outlined and leaf
splashed yellow which turns red as leaf matures. Underside of leaf
solid derk red.
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CARL BARTLIEB;- Type S, zin x 107, - cround color of leaf is deep
green. Midrib generally margined-orange.  The leaf is then irreg-
ularly but heavily marbled organe, yellow, and red. A good robust
grower and Very effectively colored.

CHARMER;- Type J, 33" x 17", - cround color of leaf is black and

Midrib and veins bright carmine. Leaf is heavily marbled with orange
An extra fine Croton.

CHARTTERI MAJOR;- Types J & K, 2im x 9", - Ground color is green
which later turns to purplish black, Midrib is carmine margined by
a wide irregular splash of deep yellow suffused carmine and extend-
ing about 275 of length of leafl. Fine variety. )

COMPTE DE CASTELAINE;- Type K, 1" x 8", - The ¥idrib and.a large
Zone on each side ol it soretimes spreading over nearly the entire
leaf a rich pinkish crimson; the margins a dark bronze green almost

black spotted with light crimson.

COMPTE DE GFRMANY;- Types N & L, oin x 8" - Leaves dark green, Mid-
TiD and veins bright red marg;ned somewhat lighter red or rose.

CONNECTICUT;- Type I, 23" x 8",- Young ljeaves dark green splashed
and marbicd dcep yoellow somewhat like Tthel Craig but as the leaves
mature the grcen turns to decp mahogany red and the yellow to orangc
and brilliant red.

CONRAD'S BRONZE;= Type €, iiv x 11v,- An intercsting variety obtain-
cd by Mr., conrad in Cuba. Midrib recdish bronze, balance a dark
reddish bronzy grech throughout.

CONSTATI ;- Type E, 3/4m x 12%,- Onc of the most popular of the Cork-
sorew varieties. Long slender leaf which curves dovnward., The
center rib is margined pure vallow and tho balance of the leaf is
more or less marbled and dashed golden yellow with dashes of rose

on reverse of leaf. Very strikinz variety.

CORNUTUM; - Type Y, 1" x S",- Compact bush with irregular leaves
Wiih rounded ends. Many of the leaves have a hook or prong on one
side. Ground color is dcep grecn with *1idrib margined golden yel-
low and margin of lecaf similarly bordered jrregularly with golden
yellow. :

ERAIG'S SUPRE™;- Type Q, 2w x 73%,- Oak lcaf, center section spat-
ulace at the end. around color ricii deep green Midrib ané main
veins heavily outlined rich goidsn vellow and margin outlinecd yellow,

CZAR ALEXANDER I1I;- Type T, 3" x 10%,- A very striking varicty.
Ground color is black rod with a dccp red midrit. Vcins are out-
1incd rosey red and balance of learl is martled and splased pink,
rose and red. Very fine. . g

DAYSPRING ;- Type N, 2fm x 11v",;- around color is clear grcen on new
Teaves with rich yellow marbling. In the mature leaves the ground
color turns to blackish red with the leaf jrregularly splashed and
marbled intense red. Very cffcetive but rathor stragegly in growth.
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DISRAELI;- Types P & Q, 4n x 12", - large oak leaved variety. One
5T the best colored of this type. Deep green leaves suffused black.
A1l ribs of leaf are margined red and yellow which predominates in
tips of leaves. Vigorous grover.

DOCTOR ALIX;~ Type P, 4" x 12", - Midrib section very long. Ground
color green later turning to purplish black, veined and blotched
yellow and splashed crimson.

DORMANNIANUM ; - Types L & T, 13" x 4", - Small curved leaves. New
Teaves have green ground with dark red midrib and veins are outlined
deep yellow and balance of leaf dotted yellow., Later the green
changes to reddish black and markings practically disappear,

E4RLSCOURT;~ Type combination of J & K, 3%" x 12", -~ An especially
fine Croton. large crumpled leaf. Ground color rich black green.
Midrid and veins red heavily margined rich golden yellow,

EDMONTONIENSIS; - Type E, 5/8" x 8", - The most brightly coldred of
the corkscrew varieties but a rather weak grower. The leaves are
marbled and mottled yellow, pink, red and green.

TDNA;~ Type O, 3" x 9V, - Markings of leaves vary. In some the leaf
Ts almost entirely greenish black but in good colored specimens the
ground color is greenish black with carmine midrib the entire leaf

- heavily splashed, marbled and margined orange red.

EDWIN LONSDALE;- Type N, 2 3/4" x 8", - Ground color dark bronze
green midrip and veins outlined and margined deep colored crimson
and leaf marbled crimson and orange. Very showy.

Fawin Meredith.e.....s5ee .page 16,

FLAINE;- Type T, 2" x 6", - A fine distinct variety. The ground
Color is dark green and the midribs and veins are outlined rich
“dcep rose., - '

TLIZABETH ANDRE;- Type Q, with short center lobe, in x 7v - Ground
color dark blackish red midrib and veins deep carmine and entire leaf
splashed carmine. A very finec variety.

ELVIRA;- Type G, %" x 7", - Very narrow sSlender leaves of bright
green with the midrib outlined golden yellow, A distinct and inter-
esting.variety.

ETEEL CRAIG;- Type J, 1 3/4" x 7",- Very handsome Croton. Ground
color deep green irregularly overlaid by a rich golden yellow, gen-
erally near the base of the leaf, :

EVANSTANUM;- Type P (lower lobes long and pointed), 33" x 8", - Color
brignt green midrib and veins outlined .and entire leaf heavily mar-
bled brilliant yellow. One of showiest of yellow oakleaves,

EXCURRENS ;- Type U, 2" x 7", Markings of leaves vary. In sone leavc!
the group color is dark green with dark rcd nmidrib. In some leaves
the midrib and mergins of leaves are outlined bright yellow and oc-
casionally marbled and splashed rich yellow. '
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.

FACATUM:~- Type M, 3" x 9", -~ Broad large leaf. Midrib margined

bright yellow, veins similarly outlined and leaf irregularly marbled
vellow, Ground color deep green, One of best of its type. '

~GHEN. PAGET;- Types J & L, 5" x 15%", - One of the largest leaved
Crotons, Ground color is a deep green, The midribs and veins are
margined rich butter colored yellow and entire leaf more or less
dotted and marbled yellow. Strong grower,

GLORIOSUM;- Type C, 13" x 12", - New growth green and yellow which
turns to a ground color of bronze red with a vivid red midrid with
irregular mottling of red. o

FARWOOD HALL;- Type I, 2" x 8", - Ground color deep rich green. Mid-
rib and veins have a wide margin of rich bright yellow,

HUGH DILIMAN;~ Type K, 2" x 9", - Deep green ground with midrid of
leaf heavily marbled white and pale yellow. (seedling of Mr, Christ-
ian) Quite distinct,

ILLUSTRIS;~- Type Y, 2" x‘234", - Three lobed leaves., Ground color is
deep green marbled yellow, midridb protruding., Quite distinct,

7‘INTERRUPTUM;- Type D, 1" x 14%", - Practically sinmilar to Johannis.,
Ground color bright green heavily marbled yellow,

IRREGULARIS;~ Type H, 2" x 11", - Hardly any two leaves are exactly
alike in shape or coloring. The ground color is green and the con-
trasting color is yellow with sometimes a sprinkling of red, A
very satisfactory variety.

JOHANNIS,:.s .04 3EE PAGE 16,

JULIETTE DELARUYE;- Type P, 3" x 8", - Somewhat like Evansianum.
Lower right lobe pointed and gencrally much longer than lower left
lobe which is sometimes rounded at end, Midridb and veins outlined
and entire leaf heavily marbled deep rich yellow,

LILLIAN STOFFREGEN;- Types J & M, 3" x 8", - Somewhat like Andreanum
with margins undulate in large waves, Ground color deep green. Mid-
rib and veins outlined yellow.

+ LORD HOPE;~- Type J, 33" x 12", - Ground color deep green. Midrib
and velns red margined rich orange and leaf dotted and splashed with
orange. :

LORD RANDALL;- Type J, 23" x 9", - Ground color deep green, Midrib
and veins outlined bright yellow and irregularly splashed same é&olor.
Similar to Prince of Orange but smaller lecaf and lighter yecllow,
1ORD BELEFAVEN and LOUIS DUPUY. eeeessos...SEE PAGE I6.

1UCY;- Type C, 5/8" x 12", - Long slender leaves of the "Pheasants
Tail type". The new lcaves are dark green heavily dotted yellow,

In the maturc leaves the ground color becomes reddish purple and the
yellow spots become bright red,

LYRATUOM;~ Types, combination of P & T, 13" x 9", - Ground color deep
green. Midrib and somé of veins outlined rich yellow and tip of
lecaves splashed yellow, . '
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MACULATUM KATONII;- Type Q, 3" X 10", - One of the most commonly
grown of the Oak Tcaf varieties. GCround color bright green heavily

spotted white and cream.

MADAME BLANCHE;- Types combination of B & C, 13" x 14", - Ground colox

Is brigrt. Midrib outlined white or orean and balance of leaf heavily
marbled white or light cream.

MADAME ERNESTINE;- Type T, 4" X 13", -Ground color green changing to
Toddish bronze in mature leaf. ¥idrib and veins carmine outlined in -
orange. The end of leaf heavily suffused orange. A very showy plant.

MARVIAND; -Types composite of N & J, 3" x 8",-A very fine Croton great-
1y résembling Baron Le Compte except for slight difference in shape o.
ljeaf. While it holds to its colors much better than LeCompte it 1is,
however a rather weak grower and rather difficult to grow outside of
grsenhouses, The colors can be found in description of Baron Le
Compte. ' ;

¢

MAJESTICUM;- Type C, 13" x 28",-Commonly known as Pheasants Tail.

The ground color of the long narrow lcaves 1s a dark green spotted &
marblcd red and yellow, This is the finest variety of this type and
very popular. ; :

MONS. FLORIN;~ Type W, 4" X 11",-Fine variety. Ground color rich bright
yecllow. The midribs and vecining is all outlined bright yellow., Al-
ways well colored.

MONS MAYNE;- Types Q & T, 4" x 10",~ Ground color dark green nidrib &
Yeins irregularly margined yellow and leaf more OTr less splashed yel-
low. A fine semi oak leaf type. Contains no red tints.,

MORTII;~ Type K, 2 3/4" x 14",-Ground color deep green with midrib
and voining outlined dcep yellow in normel leaf. In some leaves the
yellow is so heavy that it becomcs thc predominating color. Tall,

MORTIMER;- Type I, 2" X 10" ,-Lancelatc leaves undulate on margins.

3t its pest the ground color is a Gecp maroon heavily mottled bright
red and yellow but in the older lecavcs the yellow all gradually turns
red. A Tine Croton, extensively used at the Breakers Hotel in Palm
Beach. This variety has a tandency to revert to solid dark maroon
leaves and only wcll colored stock should be used for propagating.

MRS, DUNCAN MACAW;- Type T, 4" X 10", -Immense hlack leaf in which

the midrib and veins are outlined ir flaming scarlet and narrow scar-
let margins along edge of leaf. One of most striking of Crotons,
MRS, FRANCIS SPA.v.ceesesessSEE PAGE 16,

¢

MRS FERD KCHL:~- Type R, 63" x 147",-Ornc of largest leaves and most
popular Crotons. Cround color dcep rich grcen midribs and veins are
bright ycllow and leaves are irregularly marbled yellow,

Ll

MRS. FRED SANDER;-Type Q, 4" x 107,- Large oak leaf variety. Same
colors as "Pniladelphia®™ but much larzer leaf, Ground color rich
clear green. Midrib zone of lower pert of leaf overlaid a decp rict
clear yellcw sometimes spreading over most of the leaf.

vy
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EEEJ_QLQLmQQgg_;- Type I3 2" x 7%",~ One of the most showy Crotons.
Now iouves are green and yellow. In the mature leaf the ground
coior is black red. Midrib and veins deep crimson widely margined
with rosy crimson. -

.

L3
et A <At i b 40T .

culoT is green and yellow, In the mature leaf the midrib and mar
gin of leaves outlined bright crimson margined orange yellow,

j°5, WM, F, DREER;- Type J, 1 3/4" x- 7", - In new growth the ground

NESTOR;~ Types I & K, 2ir x 10m, - Grodnd color is rich deep green.
Tio pidrib is:colored bright red and it and some &f its veins are
jrregularly mergined light yellow and leaf dotted yellow, Reverse

of loaf flushed dark red. .

“i0BIL1S;- Type I, 2" x 6", - Ground color is deep green turning to
S ao%ish red as leaf matures, Center rib and veins bright carmine
rargined orange. Leaf dotted and splashed orange.,

EQEQLISSIMA;; Type I, 2" X 6", =~ A spopt of Nobilis originated on

grolsias of Royal Palm Nurserics, Leaf like parent but whole éenter
entirely yellow shading to brilliant crimson in mature leaves.,

NORWCOD BEAUTY ;- Type S with long center lobe, 2" x8", « Ground Coi;'
o 1s Light green with red midrib and veins margined yellow,ultimate-
ly the green turns to deep red and the markings become bright crimson

ORANGE SUPREMR;~ Type P, 23" x 8", - Ground color bright green with
miarib and veins margined yellow, The end of the leaves broadens

out just before the tip in a similar manner to irregulars.,
ngg;é@..........,.:.SEE’DAGE 16, s
PATL WEPER;- Type K, 2" x 8", - Ground color green. Midrib and

véins rose and marbled cream yellow, -

PATTANELPHIA:~ Type Q, 23" x 7", - Generally one side lobe is point-
84 anc other rounded. Ground color is bright green. Generally the
nidrib is irregularly margined yellow and leaf dotted and splashed

yellcw, A very effective oak leaf, Never shows any red traits,
EH‘;I_JIP G'EDULDIG....(......,...‘o...SEE PAGE 16. ) °
PICTURATIM ;~ Type C, 4n x 12", - Long very narrow leaves. The new
- Jeaves aras green which becomes dark red as leaves mature. The mid-
7ib is Tirst cutlined with yellow which becomes bright red as the

leaves mature. .o

.

PIZRET_CHAUVOIN;- Type J, 3" x 8", - Reddish black ground with in-
wenee scarlet midrib and veins dnd similar narrow margin on edge

and irregularly marbled searlet., Very fine Croton, somewhat similar
to Baron Le Compte. -

PITCATRN;~ Type O, 33" x 8", - Leaves somewhat curled. Ground colcr
green veined with red the center and lower portions splashed and
marbled with yellow and orange, shading into red. A very showy

variety.

PRINCE OF ORANGE;- Type J, 43" x 12", - large leaves with green

- ground, Midrib and veins outlined golden yellow and irregularly
splashed golden yellow always shows plenty of color. an improvement

on general Paget., ' ' : :

PUNCTATUM.........‘...'....'...............OOOIOCQSEFJ PAGE 15.
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PRINCE OF WALES:- &ype'N, 13" x 11", - Long irregular leaf. Ground
‘color is bright green, Midrib and veins light yellow and leaf irreg-
ularly marbled yellow.

+PUCCINI ;- Type T, 3" x 6", - Midrib carmine, veins carmine margined
with brilliant orange red and edge similarly margined balance of
leaf is black, Very striking.

t QUEEN VICTORIA;- Type K, 2" x 14", - The new leaves greatly resemble
Mortii. In the mature leaf the ground color becomes a rich deep
maroon with the midribs and veining outlined bright red. Some
leaves are also irregularly splashed red. One of the best of the
commoner varieties. ' '

R.L. FARQUHAR;- Type L, 23" x 8", - Ground color deep green in the
young leaves turning to black green. The midrib and veins are yel-
low at first later becoming rich deep red., Leaf often reverts under-
side dark bronze. -

" - REASONER'S NO. 8;- Type C & G, 1" x 14", « Very showy Croton, name
unknown. Leaves generally widest at base, rich deep green, midrib
has wide margin of rich bright yellow and leaf splashed and marbled
yellow, . ' :
REEDI0.0"OI;CCOOOt;.;..‘.O.CSEEP-AGE 160 *

REX;- Type C, 1" & 9", - Leaves woméwhat spiraled. Ground color yel+
Tow orange with carmine midrib and veins which turn brilliant red
with age. The leaf is marbled with deep green. One of the most
colorful of the type and good grower.

v ROBERT CRAIG;- Type J, 3" x 9", - Leaf dark rich gfeen suffused and
marbled rich copper solor, A very effective variety.

ROBERT LAVALCIS;- Type I, 2" x 7", - Ground color bright geeen, mid-
rib and veins margined -golden yellow. Entire leaves heavily spotted
gold:n yellow: :

ROSEA PICTA;- Type O, 3" x-8", - Ground color of leaf rich rose with
deep rose midrib and veins, marbled deep green. A very beautiful
highly colored Croton. _

™SENOR GONZALAS;- Type J, 13" x 6", - Body of leaf is black-green
irregularly splashed and mottled pink and salmon pink. Reverse of .
leaf has dark red ground with deep rose markings, (Original name

unknown but brought from collection of Senor Gonzallas of Porto Rico, )

SPLENDENS; - Type T, 23" x 103", - Ground color dark green. In the
young leaves the midrib and veins are outlined yellow with irregular
yellow marbling. As the leaf matures the yellow turns to red.

STEWARTIT;- Type W, 33" x 10", - Marking vary considerably. In
many specimens green predominate& but in-highly colored.specimens
the predominating color is golden yellow, marbled rich deep green,
The leaf is margined rose, :

SUPERBA ;- Type E,_S/S" X 15“, - Very long narrow leaves slightly
"Corkscrew". Ground color deep‘green with midrib and margin of leaf
outlined Hright yellow, : :
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. SUPERBISSIMA;- Type E, 1" x 12", - Very long "cbrkscrew". Ground
color dark green splashed and marbled with some red in the mabure
leaves. : .

e

SUNBURST; - Type N, 2" x 10", - Long deaves the margins being somewhat
Qndulate. Ground color green in new leaves which turns to dark red
in the older leaves. The leaf is heavily spotted orange crimson and
the area about the midrib is more or less heavily suffused with the
same color. A somewhat slow grower but cone of the most satisfactory
of the highly colored varieties for general planting.

THOMAS ROLAND and TORTILIS....ies......SEE PAGE 16.

VAN HOUTTI;- Type T,.%%" x 11", - In new leaves the main color is
green with midrib emd veins more or less margined orange and yellow.
In the mature leaf the ground color is deep rich blackish red and the

markings become a flaming crimson.

VEITCHII;- Type I, 23" x 11", - Ground color is bright green in new
Teaves with midrib and veins heavily outlined and margined yellow
which shades to pink and rose in the older leaves. One of the best
of the standard varieties, ’

VIRGINIA;- Type Q, 3" x 10", - Large oak leaf variety. Ground color
deep olive green with carmine midrib and zone in vicinity of midrib
in center and lower portion of leaf is overlaid a rich deep orange,
Resembles Mrs. Fred Sander except that colors are much deeper.

{ VICTOR LEMOINE;- Type M, 5" x 12", --Black red ground with midrib
and veins outlined brilliant scarlet, under surface of leaf marbled

dark red lightened with orange. A very fine variety.

i

VOLUTUM;~ (Ram's Horn) Type K, (very much récurved), 2" x 5", - Deep
green ground with bright yellow midrib and veins., Some leaves heav-
ily overlaid yellow,

"W.C. WALLACE;- Type Modified T with tendancy to oak leaf, B3" x 7",
Ground color bright green. The veins are widely margined yellow
resembling markings of a zebra, An effective variety. -

W.W. COLES;- Type T, 23" x 10", - Leaves show considerable variation
brown color bronze green midrib and veins carmine, marginsd deep
. orange and irregularly margined orange.

”

WILLIE STOFFEREGEN;- Types 0 & J, 3" x 8", - A very fine variety.

The new leaves are green with the midrib and veins outlined in yellow
Tn the mature leaf the ground color becomes almost black and the yel-
low turns to a brilliant red. '
WEISMANIT..eeeeeecaooeions«SER PACE 16,

< WOOTEN BEAUTY;- Type L, 33" x 10", - Deep olive’'green with reddish
orange midrib heavily marbled yellow and orange.

YULETIDE;~- Type T, 13" x 8", - Ground color reddish bronze, midrib
and part of veins outlined and margined brilliant scarlet and leaf
_irregularly marbled scarlet and orange. Very fine.

PUNCTATUM;- Type A, 3/8" x 6", - Small very narrow green leaves pro-
fusely spotted golden yellow, Makes fine bushy specimens.

.
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¥JOHANN;§§- Type C, inm x 12", - Leng narrow green leaves, its midridb |
and margin light yellow. :

TORTILIS;- Type E, 1" x 10", = This is the well known "Red Corkscrew"
one of the most popular of this type. Ground black green midrid
carmine, margined brilliant rich red and dotted brilliant red. Re- .
verse of leaf has rich red ground color.

'10UIS DUPUY;- Type P, 4" x 10", - An jrregular oak leaf variety, the’
- side lobes varying in size. Ground color rich green veins and nidrib
.carmine margined and spotted yellow overlaid bright red. .

. ﬁ L3
EDVIN MERIDITH;- Type B, 13" x 12", - Long narrow leaves, veins and
midrib long outlined brilliant yellow and leaf more Or less splashed
vellow. An improvement on Weismanni, the leaves being longer and
plant more vigorous grower. .

WEISMANII;- Type B, 1" x 10", - Narrow leaves of bright.green veined
brilliant yellow especially in bright sun., Dwarf grower, Quite
similar to Edwin Meredith but smaller,

PHILIP GEDULDIG;- Type T, 33" x 9", - Ground color of mature leaves .
Is maroon covered with spots of light pink and maroon. Sometimes the
leaf has large splashed of color. .

THOMAS ROLAND;- Type J, 4" x 12", - A very fine variety. "Ground col-
or is red-black and the veins are outlined flaming scarlet.

10RD BELHAVEN;- Type N, 3" x 12", - cround color is green with scar-
let midrib. The midrib and veins ere margined deep yellow,

ORVILLA;~ Type ¥, 1" x 5", - Medium sized rounded leaves the ends
Tounded, and veined and blotched yellow, ‘ :

MRS FRANCIS SPAEZ;- Type J, 2 5/4" x 8", - Green ground With'deep rose
midribs and veins which are heavily margined and flushed light yellow
which turns crimson on mature leaf. :

~REEDII;~ Type M, B" X 12", - Very large leaf, heavily veined. Cen-
erally the ground color is a bronze red with rose or purple markings.
Sometimes the ground color is heﬂyily overlaid cream and pink. A
very popular variety. ’ :

W
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